
Children need a place where they can grow up healthy, learn and be safe—a place they can call home. Frequent 
moves disrupt schooling, social ties and a sense of stability. In order to offer children both roots to grow and wings 
to fly, we begin with stable, decent housing.

Despite the challenges posed by COVID-19, Habitat NCC is bringing families home. We have celebrated our first 
“drive-by” Habitat home dedication, our first socially distanced 
groundbreaking and our first presentation of keys on Facebook 
live. Thank you for your continued investment in Habitat and the 
beautiful families we are so honored to serve. 
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We offer a hand-up  
to hard-working 
families, here, in  
New Castle County.
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“I want to be able to give my 
kids something I never had— 
a home to grow up in …”
– Ashley

every child needs a place to call home 
Bringing them Home AND Breaking New Ground 
Habitat NCC Dedicates Two Homes AND Breaks Ground on Grace Point 2 in Middletown
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covid-19 has exposed the housing crisis
We see that health IS home and that people of color, especially women, 
are most at risk for job loss as the pandemic continues. Our Habitat 
homeowners are vulnerable to both the virus and the economy. As 
working families increasingly experience lay-offs, reduced hours, and the 
need to stay home to care for children who are not in school, their ability 
to make mortgage payments can be affected.

now more than ever, we need you 
To date, we have identified 24 Habitat homeowners in our county who 
anticipate serious economic impact from COVID-19. In response, we 
are establishing a mortgage relief fund. Our goal—to raise $50,000 to 
provide a safety net for our homeowners impacted by COVID-19. 

Applications to the program will be processed by Habitat NCC’s Family 
Services Team. Habitat NCC homeowners facing economic hardship 
due to the pandemic can apply for up to six months of mortgage relief. 
Your gift, in any amount, can help New Castle County Habitat families 
continue to have a safe, affordable home during this crisis.

you can preserve and create decent, 
affordable housing 
Funds will be used to help Habitat homeowners remain current on 
their mortgages. This support is an investment in both current and 
future Habitat homeowners. You see, Habitat mortgage payments 
are applied to the cost of constructing NEW Habitat homes. This 
fund is a safety net for keeping our housed homeowners current 
on their payments, AND supporting construction of NEW Habitat 
homes for deserving families in our New Castle County program. 

offer hard working 
families a hand-up
Many of our Habitat homeowners 
are single mothers of color working 
in healthcare, service industries and 
schools. They are both the most  
at-risk for contracting the virus and  
the least prepared for job loss. 

As unemployment grows and families experience delays in receiving 
benefits, they face pressing anxiety for themselves and their children. 

What can a single mother of four do when faced with reduction of hours 
due to the pandemic? Imagine applying for unemployment for the first 
time, only to learn that checks are not readily available… with four children 
to feed… and schools closed. A few months to stabilize can make an 
enormous difference. YOU can make a difference for families struggling during COVID-19. 

Please make your gift using the enclosed envelope 
or visit us online at habitatncc.org/donate.

Recognizing that Health IS Home.
mortgage relief fund

Many of the families in 
our program are frontline, 
essential workers, preparing 
food, delivering packages 
and working in hospitals. 

67%
of our Habitat homeowners report 
their children’s grades have 
improved by 1-3 grade letters!

You can change lives, NOW!
mortgage relief fund

now is the time to consider your  
gift to habitat ncc
The average Habitat 0% interest mortgage is just $600.  
You can help us provide a safety net and mortgage 
to our homeowners impacted by the pandemic. Your 
compassionate giving is the hand-up that hard-working 
families need in these difficult times.

Whether you elect to make a recurring, monthly gift, a gift 
of appreciated securities or one time contribution, your 
generosity is deeply appreciated. 

cares act charitable deduction
In light of COVID-19, the Federal Government approved legislation called the CARES Act. The Charitable deduction  
is UNLIMITED for your 2020 tax return. If you don’t itemize, you can take up to a $300 deduction for cash gifts to 
public charities—like Habitat NCC! Make your gift to Habitat before December 31, 2020 to take advantage of this 
charitable deduction.

give back, get back—delaware state tax credit program
Donors making qualifying gifts to Habitat for Humanity of New Castle County may receive Delaware State Tax Credits 
equal to 50% of your gift! Contact Julie Karavan at development@habitatncc.org for information on the Neighborhood 
Assistance Act Program.

Tax-credit funding IS limited—and requires a brief application which Habitat will submit on your behalf. Delaware 
State Tax Credits are awarded on a first-come, first-served, basis. Individual contributions of $2500+ / Business 
contributions of $10,000+ may be considered for the tax credit. 

“Homeownership creates equity, 
and builds wealth to pass to 
future generations.”

you care.
you give.
you can change 

lives, today!



Habitat for Humanity of New Castle County needs YOU! Visit habitatncc.org today.

ceo message: 
Out of Reach - The Housing Wage

Each week, I try to 
take some time to 
communicate broadly, 
to the staff here in our 
Habitat headquarters 
and at both of our 
ReStore locations. 
There are thanks and 
kudos, updates and 
announcements, and I 
hope, some context as to 
why we all need to work 
hard and pull together—to 
do the work we do.

This week, I shared a 
simple stat from the 

Housing Alliance of Delaware. The “Housing Wage” here in the 
first state is 21.96 per hour. This means that workers in Delaware 
must earn at least $21.96 per hour, to afford a modest two 
bedroom apartment in our state.

And the grass isn’t greener in other states. In fact, there are no 
states, metropolitan areas, and ZIP codes in our country where 
renters can afford a home at Fair Market without being cost 
burdened. That is, without spending more than 30% of income 
on housing costs. Housing is literally out of reach for many of our 
neighbors—and this was before COVID-19 brought the economy to 
a near halt.

If you are a minimum wage renter, working 40 hours per week, you 
cannot afford a modest, fair market rent single bedroom apartment 
in our state. The high cost of housing is a racial justice issue as well. 
As a result of systemic racism, people of color are more likely to 
be renters. Higher proportions of Black and Latino households are 
housing cost-burdened, extremely low-income renters.

Habitat’s 0% interest mortgage, financial counseling and sweat 
equity empowers people to secure an appreciable asset which 
they can pass on to the next generation. Housing has long been 
the standard vehicle for building wealth in our country.

It is time that affordable housing be available to everyone—because 
everyone deserves a decent place to live, and only through building 
equity can we bridge the racial wealth divide.

In partnership,

Kevin L. Smith
CEO, Habitat for Humanity of New Castle County

Three Easy Steps:

Browse our selection of merchandise and add 
the items to your shopping cart

Enter payment information using our secure 
checkout process

Pick up your items curbside

A few important notes about shopping our online store:
• Please pick up your items within two business days of 

making payment. 
• If you do not pick up your items within two business days, 

your order will be voided, and the items will be returned to 
inventory.

• We will happily bring your online purchases out to you.
• Please wear a face mask during pickup. Our staff will gladly 

assist you with loading the items. Please make sure you 
bring help and material such as rope, straps, tarp to secure 
your item in your vehicle.

step
1

step
2

step
3

Middletown
600 N Broad Street
Middletown, DE 19709
302.449.1414

restore open for business! 
There are smiles behind these masks. BOTH 
our Middletown and Price’s Corner ReStores 

are open for low 
density socially 
distanced 
shopping—AND… 
Now, you can 
shop the ReStore 
from the comfort 
of your home!

www.habitatncc.org/restore/

Our ReStores are currently open Tuesday-Saturday, 10am-5pm.

Price’s Corner ReStore
3312 Seminole Avenue
Wilmington, DE 19808
302.652.5181


