
ceo address – the importance of home
Everyone has been forced to consider the fundamental importance of home — of having safe, decent and 
affordable shelter. 

There has never been a time like this. Habitat for Humanity New Castle County celebrates it’s 34th year on June 6th. For 24 of 
those years, I have been here. Now in the face of COVID-19, we shelter in place, our economy is shut down, and never before 
have Americans experienced such uncertainty. One thing though IS certain—and that is, that a safe, decent home has never 
been so important.

As the statistics turn into trends, we are learning that COVID-19 is disproportionately deadly to certain Americans; the elderly, 
those with underlying health conditions and African Americans. These are our Habitat families: the seniors needing home repairs 
to remain safely in the home they have lived in for decades; the family whose asthmatic son misses school, because the mold in 
their apartment triggers attacks, and the African American mother who wants a better, stable life for her own children.

Health begins at home. Home is more than the roof over your head. It is the 
neighborhood and community in which we live. Here at Habitat, we build 
healthy neighborhoods. We create good neighbors and we try to be one as 
well. We have donated Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), taken up Meals 
on Wheel routes, offered both of our ReStore locations and warehouses as 
distribution and staging sites for any needed response to the pandemic.

Our ReStores are temporarily closed. Volunteerism is suspended. Most of 
our staff are working remotely. But we are still getting the job done! 

It’s important we focus on these bright spots that in the midst of the 
pandemic:

• We have still managed to hand over keys to two Habitat homeowners! 
These are our 254th & 255th Habitat homeowners (pictured here)

• We offered remote housewarming showers to Homeowners Gary Morgan 
and Dominique Ridley.

• We received an award from the COVID-19 Strategic Response Fund which 
will allow us to welcome two more Habitat homeowners this summer.

Stay safe, Be well & Keep the Faith!

Kevin L. Smith
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Congratulations, Gary!
Habitat Homeowner #255

Congratulations to Gary Morgan Jr., 
a single dad looking to reunite with 
his children in his Habitat home. 
Gary’s hands-up happy dance lifted 
our spirits as he received his keys on 
April 14th! Heartfelt thanks to longtime 
volunteer, Debi Galonsky, who has 
generously given her time and talent 
to countless Habitat settlements. 



habitat ncc critical relief campaign – 
homes, community, hope & you…
The economic crisis created by COVID-19 has placed unprecedented 
stress on our financial sustainability, resulting in limited support for our 
homeowners at a time when they need it most.

The economic crisis created by COVID-19 has placed unprecedented stress on our financial sustainability, resulting in 
limited support for our homeowners at a time when they need it most.

Covid-19 has impacted everyone. Here at Habitat NCC the pandemic means that both of our ReStores were 
temporarily closed—cutting off a critical avenue of funding for our work. Volunteerism is currently suspended—which
has disrupted our construction progress, and we are functioning with limited staff, working remotely.

Still, as we shelter in place, the virus has taught us all how critically important home is to our health and security. 
Consider giving—whatever you can—to make safe, decent affordable shelter available to Habitat families. 
Habitat NCC builds affordable housing, performs critical home repairs allowing low-income families—many of them 
seniors—to age safely in place, and empowers residents to revitalize their neighborhoods by reducing blight & 
addressing critical community needs.

If you opt to make a monthly contribution to Habitat NCC, we will welcome you to our Groundbreakers 
Club. You’ll receive our digital monthly newsletter, an annual invitation to tour with our CEO Kevin Smith and a coupon 
for your use at our ReStore locations. Groundbreakers are our sustaining donors. And we need you in our corner—so 
we can put families in homes, keep seniors safe in their homes, and renew blighted neighborhoods.

of the construction work 
on Habitat homes in New 

Castle County are performed by our 
faithful volunteers.

With volunteerism suspended and 
team build sponsorships down, our 
expenses are increasing and we need 
your support to complete homes for 
settlement this summer.

If you can, consider giving your stimulus check to 
help bring a hardworking, low-income family, one step 
closer to a new roof, a new home or a new reality. 
Donors contributing $1,000 become members of our 
Cornerstone society.

critical 
relief fund
COVID-19 has stopped 
everyone in their tracks

Due the Governor’s orders, both of our Habitat 
ReStores were temporarily closed. Revenue 
stopped while expenses for leases and utilities at 
both our Price’s Corner & Middletown ReStores 
remain. We look forward to re-opening and serving 
our community again. Until then, your gift can 
sustain us.

Our annual “Brush with Kindness” 
Breakfast was budgeted to raise 100K. 
Given the stay-at-home orders, the event 
is cancelled but the campaign continues 
online. Can you help? Your gift of $50 can 
help fill in the gaps for event revenue that 
we are unable to raise this spring – and 
supports our work!

At Habitat every hand helps! 

Habitat NCC made the difficult 
decision to furlough almost half of our 
staff, while continuing to cover their 
healthcare benefits.

We look forward 
to welcoming 
them back so we 
can continue our 
important work, 
together.

stimulate housing: $1,200
$100 per month

restore revenue: $250
about $20 per month

volunteer value: $150
about $12.50 per month

50%

staff benefits: $75
just $6.25 per month

employee spotlight: 
For those of you who know our ReStore Director Bob Caguin, 
you understand why we call him Superman. Our Bob has 
stepped up to take on a Meals on Wheels route during this 
difficult time of food insecurity for seniors. Here he is with our 
ReStore truck delivering food. In addition to delivering food, 
Habitat NCC has also donated PPE, and offered our two 
warehouses and ReStore locations for staging distribution or 
other emergency response to COVID-19.

Habitat for Humanity of New Castle County 
gratefully acknowledges the outstanding 
support of our corporate and community 
sponsors for their generosity and flexibility 
in this time of crisis.

ReStore Director, Bob Caguin, 
pictured delivering Meals on Wheels

#1 #2 #3

thank you to 
our sponsors!

#4 100k special event goal 
$50#5

Bank of America
Capital One
ChristianaCare Health System
City of Wilmington
Comenity Bank
Corteva AgriScience
Crystal Trust 
Delaware Community Foundation
Delaware State Housing Authority (DSHA)
DuPont
HBCS
Incyte
JPMorgan Chase
M&T Bank
New Castle County
Wells Fargo
… and many more

Please donate using the enclosed envelope 
or online at habitatncc.org/donate.

together, we build homes, community and hope. please consider a gift from one of our giving categories below:



Habitat for Humanity of New Castle County needs YOU! Visit habitatncc.org today.

donor spotlight: 
Richard (Dick) Christopher

“When I think of 
someone who has 
always been in 
Habitat’s corner, I 
immediately think of 
Dick Christopher,” 
offers Habitat CEO 
Kevin L. Smith. 

“From leading 
Habitat’s 2006 
campaign and 
leading the charge at 
our annual Breakfast 
to offering a quiet 
word of advice or 
encouragement, Dick 
has been one of our 
great friends and 
supporters.”

Dick understands 
the difference a 
home makes to 

families and neighborhoods. “An affordable home is such 
a key factor in stabilizing the family and then that home 
ownership goes on to enhance every neighborhood.”

Habitat families make a commitment to remain in their 
Habitat home for at least ten years. And they arrive in the 
neighborhood with education and training that translates 
into being good neighbors—with a personal investment in 
their OWN neighborhood. “Habitat doesn’t just build or repair 
homes. Habitat helps families grow stronger and creates 
good neighbors. My engagement with Kevin and with Habitat 
brings me tremendous satisfaction. I’m grateful for the 
opportunity to add value and support the staff in  
the work they are doing, right here in Wilmington and New 
Castle County.” 

“Habitat doesn’t 
just build or repair 
homes. Habitat 
helps families grow 
stronger and creates 
good neighbors.”

stay home for habitat ncc 
If you are fortunate enough to be sheltering at home, 
remember—you aren’t stuck at home—you are SAFE 
at home.

Many families and individuals do not have a reliable place to 
shelter. Keep the conversation going about the importance of 
shelter by taking the #StayHomeForHabitatNCC challenge.

Make a gift to Habitat for Humanity of New 
Castle County – $5, $10, whatever you can do.
Make your gift here http://bit.ly/2PfwxoJ 

Make a 30 second video of yourself building  
a shelter with objects you have at home.

Share your video on social using 
#StayHomeForHabitatNCC along with a post  
like the one below and challenge others to  
do the same: 

“I’m safe at home and grateful to be 
sheltering in place. In times of crises, 
home acts as a reliable shelter. For 
many families and individuals, safe 
shelter may be out of reach. To keep 
the conversation going about the 
importance of shelter, I have been 
challenged by [name] to complete 
the #StayHomeForHabitatNCC 
build challenge. I’ve got 30 seconds 
to use what I have on hand to 
construct a shelter. I’m challenging 
[name]. Take the 30 second 
#StayHomeForHabitatNCC challenge!”

And check out what folks have already 
constructed—from make-up, brownies & books 
to a superhero’s man cave! Visit the link on our 
Facebook page.

step
1

step
2

step
3

step
4

One opportunity which Dick encourages Habitat to promote—and more people to embrace—is the Neighborhood 
Assistance Act Tax Credit. “I have served on a number of boards and led a variety of charitable campaigns over the 
years. I am still struck by the number of individuals and businesses that just aren’t aware that they can make a qualifying 
gift to Habitat NCC and received a Delaware State Tax Credit. It’s a terrific program, a double-bang for your donated dollars 
and an important way to encourage individual and corporate giving.”

Individuals making a qualifying gift of $2,500 - $100,000 can receive a 50% Delaware State Tax Credit. While 
qualified gifts from corporations of $10,000 - $100,000 can also apply for the tax credit. Habitat NCC will complete the 
application on your behalf. For more information, contact Julie Karavan at development@habitatncc.org. Credits are limited, 
and first come first served, so please make your gift today. Contact development@habitatncc.org.

now you can do more – give back, get back! 


