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Nailed it! 
2021 Landmark Year for Habitat NCC

2021 is a year of celebration for Habitat for Humanity 
of New Castle County. This year marks CEO 
Kevin Smith’s silver anniversary and our affiliates 
35th year of service.

To celebrate Kevin, we staged a friendly 
“CEO Build” virtual challenge. Joining Kevin were 
Chip Rossi of Bank of America, Vernita Dorsey of 
WSFS, Bill Grasso of M&T Bank, Chris Grundner 
of the Welfare Foundation, Jenn Cho of Barclays, 
and Joe Wescott of Capital One.

The zoom celebration began with a tour of the construction site on Wilmington’s Eastside where 12 affordable 
homes are being built. Then the fun began. Wearing Habitat hard hats and working with a kit shipped to their 
remote locations, participants competed against each other to hammer five nails into a 4x4 in the fastest time – 
with Kevin then challenged to beat the fastest recorded time.

Bill Grasso of M&T Bank emerged as the lead to beat, completing the activity in just 34 seconds. However, our 
Kevin ultimately triumphed – succeeding in driving all five 3” nails into a 4x4 in in just 32 seconds. 

In June, our affiliate celebrates a landmark 35 years of service 
to New Castle County. A 35th anniversary breakfast – including 
both a virtual program and socially distanced event with COVID 
courtesies, is scheduled for June 3rd. Interested in helping us 
celebrate by serving as a virtual ambassador? Drop us a line at 
development@habitatncc.org.

Building strength, stability and 
self-reliance through shelter.



Please make your gift using the enclosed envelope or 
visit us online at habitatncc.org/donate.

Amala Way
Affordable Housing Project

Habitat NCC currently has 21 homes 
under way throughout the county. We are 
making BIG things happen on Wilmington’s 
Eastside with our Amala Way affordable 
housing project. 

We are completing a total of 12 new 
affordable homes on Bennett Street. Siding 
on the rear of the first 7 properties is now 
finished. Exterior brickwork, and interior 
work including plumbing, electric, and HVAC 
rough-ins are well underway. 

Across the street, 5 additional townhomes 
now stand framed. Amala Way includes 4 
units which will be sold on the market. In 
this way, we seek to create a mixed income 
neighborhood. 

Looking toward summer for our dedication
– stay tuned! 

Women have been disproportionately impacted by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, from job loss to housing 
instability and balancing the need to school at home. 
Women are also the most affected when it comes to 
accessing affordable housing. 

Habitat for Humanity of New Castle County and 
Lowe’s partnered on Women Build – a signature 
Habitat program to raise awareness of the global need 
for safe and affordable housing for women. Women 
Build empowers women to act in making a difference 
in and serving their communities. 

With volunteerism suspended due to COVID, 
Habitat NCC celebrated Women Build 2021 digitally. 
Volunteers created DIY videos which were featured on 
YouTube, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and LinkedIn 
pages during International Women Build Week.

Habitat offers a helping hand to those in need. In future Habitat 
homeowner Sekea's case, she's receiving a helping hand while 
offering a helping heart to others. Sekea’s love of helping others 
spans back to her high school years, when she first volunteered 
with Habitat, and continues in her work with Autism Delaware.

In November, Habitat NCC staff and board members officially 
welcomed her into the homeownership program. Upon the 
completion of her home, Sekea will be the last homeowner moving 
into Grace Point II in Middletown, DE.

“I literally was in shock and I just broke out in tears because I was  
so thankful that I was chosen,” Sekea said. “I felt like God picked  
me to get this opportunity.”

Sekea attributes her success to stepping out on faith and just doing 
it. “Sometimes I struggle with just not having anything on my own. 
And so, this kind of makes me feel good because I'm like, okay,  
you know what? I feel like I'm on the right page and I'm going to  
work toward some goals,” Sekea said.

For Sekea, becoming a homeowner is the steppingstone she  
feels she needs to pursue her goals in life and be independent.  
She is most excited to pay the opportunity forward and help  
others succeed.

Celebrating Women Build Week
Empowering Women

Give back, Get back!
DSHA’s Neighborhood Assistance Tax Credit portal for 2021 is open!

With the Neighborhood Assistance (NAA) Tax Credit, your qualifying gift to Habitat 
for Humanity of New Castle County could earn you a Delaware State Tax Credit 
equal to 50% of your gift! 

Minimum gifts  are $2500 for individuals and $10,000 for qualified businesses. 
Tax funding is limited, requires an application and is awarded on a first-come,  
first-served, basis by DSHA. 

Restrictions do apply. For information and assistance, 
contact Julie Karavan via email at development@
habitatncc.org or by text at 302-300-0533.

every woman 
can make a difference

Meet Sekea! 
Future Habitat Homeowner

“And I just feel like it’s 
up from here,” said 
Sekea, “This is like a 
starting ground for me.”

“I’m just really excited to get started,” she said. “And to pay it forward, like that's the biggest thing, to help other  
people get to where I am and just into this wonderful program and become homeowners and just flourish in life.”

Go to www.habitatncc.org/give/plan-your-gift
for the AA Tax Credit Application 
and Form 2001AC



Habitat NCC 
Rock the Block

Thanks to support from Healthy Communities 
Delaware and TD Charitable Foundation, we 
celebrated our largest Rock the Block to date. 
Working in concert with our programmatic 
partners at the Food Bank of Delaware, 
Wilmington Neighborhood Conservancy, and 
Central Baptist CDC; Habitat provided 272 services 
to 153 residents of Wilmington’s eastside. 

Here is what one incredible day can look like 
on the Eastside, by the numbers:

Habitat NCC 
Cornerstone Society Spotlight

The first time he saw her was at 
a faculty party, cutting a rug by 
herself in the middle of the floor. 
Carol was a Newark girl, dancing 
the Charleston… and it was love 
at first sight. 

David and Carol Pearl, two local 
educators, married and raised 
their family in MOT. David had 

two children, and 
they had two more 
together: David, 
Mary, Tom and Terry.

Dave’s first 
experience with 
Habitat for Humanity 

of New Castle County was volunteering together with his 
church group. He remembers Carol packing him lunches 
to take to the site and slipping in a love note for him to find. 

Back then, Dave remembers, Habitat volunteers put roofs 
on without a nail gun and carried the asphalt shingles 
up to the rooftop, without a crane. “It was hard work, 
but it was good work.” Today that good work continues, 
with a charitable annuity Dave has directed to Habitat for 
Humanity of New Castle County, in memory of his beloved 
wife, Carol. By remembering our loved ones, they are 
always with us. 

Charitable annuities can offer lifetime income to the  
donor, at a good interest rate, with the balance of the gift 
directed to Habitat for Humanity of New Castle County. 
This type of planned gift is underwritten by Habitat for 
International, can include a restriction to New Castle 
County and requires a minimum gift of $10,000. Donors 
making planned gifts are welcome to Habitat NCC’s 
Cornerstone Society. 

For additional information about gift planning opportunities, 
please contact Julie Karavan at jkaravan@habitatncc.org.

Remembering 
Carol, our good 
work continues.

residents attended 
the “brush with 
kindness” info 

session on 
home repairs

78 100

20 

people received 
mask and paint kits

people 
received food boxes

households received 
gutter cleanings

20 
people received 

PPE kits 

households received 
trash can covers16 

households received 
yard work11 

7 
Save the Date! June 3rd 

35th Anniversary Breakfast 
Sponsorships available

habitatncc.org


