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Habitat NCC Celebrates Juneteenth
and Three New Habitat Homeowners!
On June 19, 1865, two months after the Confederate army had surrendered, Gordon Granger, a Union general, arrived 
in Galveston, Texas. He told enslaved African-Americans that they were free—and that the Civil War had ended. 
General Granger’s announcement put into effect the Emancipation Proclamation, which had been issued more than 
two and a half years earlier on January 1, 1863, by President Abraham Lincoln.

A century and a half later, people in cities and towns across the U.S. continue to celebrate the 
occasion. Saturday, June 19th is known as Juneteenth, the annual celebration of the end of 
slavery in the United States. The holiday received its name by combining June and 19. The day is 
also sometimes called “Juneteenth Independence Day,” “Freedom Day” or “Emancipation Day.”

At HFHNCC, we celebrated this NEW federal holiday, joined with marking the dedication of 
THREE Habitat homes, here in New Castle County. Welcome Azaria, Cheris and Darnice to the 
Habitat NCC family! 

Our commemoration of the holiday continued with a zoom presentation hosted by Habitat NCC 
and its Racial Equity and Inclusion Committee. “Racial disparities impact on Housing,” was 
presented by Kenneth W. Edwards, Vice President & Assistant General Counsel—Responsible 
Banking and Data at JPMorgan Chase & Co., on June 22, 2021. 

The affordable 0% interest mortgage Habitat Homeowners receive is often as little as $600 
per month, and less than half what many families may be paying for rent. A Habitat mortgage 
allows families to direct funds to safe transportation, healthy food and appropriate preventative 
healthcare, all of which improve the health of the entire family unit.

The impact of homeownership also yields broader influence within the community, addressing 
the racial wealth gap and institutionalized discrimination in housing. In our country, 
homeownership has been the primary vehicle for building generational wealth. Yet institutional, 
racist policies in housing prevent families of color from developing home equity and 
generational wealth through homeownership. Creating affordable homeownership opportunities 
allows Habitat families, which predominantly are households led by single mothers of color, to 
develop equity and accrue wealth which can be passed to future generations.
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Azaria first learned about 
Habitat through a family member 
who is a Habitat homeowner. 
Inspired, she decided to look 
into becoming a homeowner. 
“Of course, I wanted to be in a 
financial situation where I was 
going to be able to take care of 
a house and, you know, so, I just 
tried it out—I never thought I was 
going to get approved though,” 
she said. 

Azaria had previously experienced 
both homelessness and frequent 
moves.  She wanted to provide 
a stable situation for her partner 
and their four children. In January 
of 2021, Azaria received the 
news of her acceptance into the 
homeownership program. 

“There is nothing like being able to know that your kids are home, 
they're safe, they have everything they need going from place to place. 
So, when I got approved for this house, it was just like, okay, no matter 
what, you just got to do what you got to do,” Azaria said. 

In June of 2021, joined by their local pastor and staff members of 
Habitat NCC, Azaria and her family celebrated the dedication of their 
new home in Wilmington. In addition to receiving a dedication blessing, 
Azaria received the keys to her new home.

“I’m most excited about being able to eat at a dinner table with my 
family in my house with a dinner that I made—just a good family dinner 
at the table,” Azaria said. “I want to come together as a family... Habitat gives you everything that you 
need to be successful. And the only person think that would stand in the way of completing it is you.”
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Azaria!
Homeowner 
Highlight

“I’m most excited 
about being able to 
eat at a dinner table 
with my family...”

Recipe for a Habitat Home
INGREDIENTS:
 

• Volunteer labor 
• Homeowner “sweat equity”

• Financial literacy &  
home maintenance training

• Building Materials
• Homeowner payments on Habitat’s  

0% Interest Mortgage 
• Community Support 
• Perseverance
• Donations from People like YOU! 

DIRECTIONS: 

1. Acquire property, and blend ingredients well. 

2. Watch a house become a home, a renter 

become a proud homeowner, and a 

neighborhood come alive. 

3. See a family’s health improve, children’s 

grades climb by 1-3 letter grades and the 

cycle of generational poverty—broken!

4. Repeat until every family in New Castle 

County can enjoy a decent place to  

call home.

Make your gift to Habitat 
NCC and help bring 
families home. Together, 
we build homes, 
community and hope!

Bring them Home!
Your Habitat NCC Donation at Work

$50 
can buy nails for 
one home 

$100 
can buy bathroom 
fixtures

$250
can buy an Energy 
Star Window

$500 
can buy and install 
front and back doors 

$1,000
can paint the exterior and interior of 
a Habitat home 

$5,000
Can pay for the entire cost of a child’s 
new bedroom—from framing to 
drywall; flooring to finishing touches! 

Please make your gift using the enclosed envelope or 
visit us online at habitatncc.org/donate.



Special thanks to our sponsors: 

Palladium Sponsor: JP Morgan Chase

Gold Sponsors: Assurance Media, Incyte, Barclays, 
Bank of America, Cinnaire, Bryn Mawr Trust and 
New Castle County. 

Silver Sponsors: Architectural Alliance, Highmark 
Delaware, Hoffman’s Exterminating, Karins & Associates, 
Pettinaro , PNC Bank, Wilmington Safety Supply, Young 
Conaway and Reliable Home Inspection Service

2021 is a special year for Habitat for Humanity of New 
Castle County. We kicked off in January recognizing 
our CEO’s silver year of service. In June, our affiliate 
itself marks 35 years of service to the county. 

We celebrated our landmark anniversary on June 3rd, 
at DuPont Country Club, and enjoyed breakfast and 
testimonials from Habitat families both in person and 
by video; marking our first (mask-free!) and in person 
event since the pandemic. Special thanks to Phillies 
Team Ambassador and retired second baseman 
Mickey Morandini for joining us in the celebration.

Our 35th Anniversary Breakfast—was also our FIRST 
hybrid event—including both the in-person event and a 
zoom program. Our annual breakfast is our storytelling 
event—while breakfast is on us, we hope that the 
stories of the families we serve inspire our guests to 
contribute. 

This year our event raised over $60,000 to build 
homes, community and hope!

Celebrating 35 years in 
New Castle County 


